The effectiveness of super-selective injection with anchor balloon technique for collateral channel assessment.
The careful assessment of collateral channels is important for a retrograde approach for a chronic total coronary occlusion (CTO). This case report describes a percutaneous coronary intervention for CTO of the distal right coronary artery with good collateral circulation. All visible collateral channels failed by the retrograde approach; however, the procedure was successful using the distal atrial circumflex (AC) channel. Although this distal channel was poorly visualized on standard coronary angiography, it was clearly contrasted retrogradely from the CTO exit using a super-selective injection through the proximal AC channel as the antegrade flow was obstructed by the anchor balloon. This case highlights a unique super-selective injection with anchor balloon technique for collateral channel assessment.